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SAFETYGRAM

Apr 2010
There are two simple requirements in for the PIC regarding the pre-flight briefing for passengers listed in 14 CFR 91.107.  To summarize: 1. Tell them how to use their seat belt; 2. Tell them to use their seat belts.  That’s it.  I hope you all go above the minimum for this briefing to include things like door/window operation, comfort and intercom/radio conversations.  We all know that the PIC is responsible for everyone on board the aircraft, as well as those in proximity to the operation of the aircraft.  The bottom line is it’s your responsibility to FLY THE AIRPLANE.
As the father of a 4 year-old girl, I love to share my passion of aviation with my daughter, as many of you do with your children, or your pets.  These particular groups require a little more attention than most adults, and a recent incident at one of our clubs brought this to the forefront.
A father was taking his two young sons for an afternoon flight.  The airplane was in the hangar and needed to be towed outside.  To help keep his sons from running around the hangar, and under control, he gave them a simple task.  (For those with children you know this trick.)  He asked them to help ‘push’ the wing struts to get the plane moving, and they eagerly assisted.  As they were towing the plane it suddenly stopped as if it had been chocked,  however, this particular chock yelled in agony.  Turns out the plane’s tire ran into one boy’s foot.   The boy is okay, but it did cause them to cancel the flight and go home to nurse the wound.  

In another incident a few years ago, after a pilot returned from a trip, his wife and their German Sheppard went to the airport to welcome them home.  As the plane taxied in, the dog was excited to see his master, and ran to greet him.  No one briefed the animal on propeller hazards, nor is a spinning propeller easily seen even with a dog’s keen eyesight.  Needless to say, it wasn’t a pretty sight.
Both of these events occurred while on the ground.  In the air an uncontrollable pet or irate child is not another task any pilot needs to worry about.  I love flying; my daughter is learning to love it; my wife, however, is happier on terra firma.  However, my wife  knows that no matter how well behaved our daughter is, it doesn’t take much to change her mood, so my wife willfully goes flying with us.  Neither a child nor an animal has the capacity to control their behavior in challenging or excitable situations.  My daughter had a fit simply when her headset fell off her head.  Even in cruise flight, getting that headset back in place is slightly challenging (no autopilot), but during a critical phase of flight it could be deadly.
Take your kids and pets flying, it’s a passion we should share with others.  But as I said at the beginning, the PIC needs to FLY THE AIRPLANE!  Bring another adult to help watch the children.  Ensure pets are securely fastened, both inside and outside the aircraft.  Plan and prevent these distractions from creating an agonizing or tragic day.  Flying is an exhilarating experience, but one that constantly requires vigilance.  [image: image1.png]USAF




Fly Safe!









[image: image3.jpg]


